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     If you know of a good Masonic 
brother who would like to become a 
Scottish Rite Mason,   the deadline 
is fast approaching to submit 
applications and to register.   The 
Spring Reunion Class #270 scheduled 
for April 10 & 11, 2015 is named for Ill. 
and RWB John Rhodes Sr., 33°, Past 
Chairman of the Executive Committee, 
registration fee of $100.00. The Valley 
of Dayton is still one of two in the 
Northern Jurisdiction that continues to 
present a 14° ring to each member of 
the class. 
     Becoming a Scottish Rite Mason 
should be more than a ring or the fact 
that you will become a 32° Mason.  
Each degree is memorable; however 
Scottish Rite shares the belief of all 
Masonic organizations that there is 
no higher degree than that of Master 

Mason. The degrees you receive in 
Scottish Rite Masonry will assist you 
as you further your quest for the light 
in Freemasonry that brought us all to 
the door of the Masonic Fraternity.
     Becoming an active member will 
offer you the opportunity to meet, visit 
and discuss Masonry with brethren 
who share the same views and 
interests in our Fraternity as you and 
many others do.  Let’s all work to 
make this Reunion one that not only 
the candidates will long remember, but 
also the Scottish Rite Masons will talk 
about for years to come.  
     I hope you will join us and show 
your support for the Officers and 
cast members.  They have worked 
tirelessly to present outstanding 
degree work for our candidates and 
members.  No matter how many times 
you witness the degree work you can 
always see or hear something that you 
previously missed.  Remember this 
is your Valley and it will only remain a 
center of Scottish Rite Masonry if you 
come out to support and maintain the 
high standards the Masonic Fraternity 
stands for and is especially needed in 
today’s society.

IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY 
DONE SO - PLEASE REMIT YOUR 
SCOTTISH RITE MEMBERSHIP 
DUES – THEY ARE NOW PAST DUE

James M. Williamson, 
Executive Secretary

STAY CONNECTED!  
Do you have an email address, or have you recently changed  
your contact information?  

We have started sending information about new and upcoming 
events through email and Facebook.  
Please UPDATE YOUR INFO by going to:  
www.daytonaasr.org/member-update which can be also be found 
at the top of the Dayton AASR home page.  

Visit us online at www.DaytonAASR.org and be sure to like 
Scottish Rite Dayton on Facebook.  
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“I want to be more like him!”

Many of us have said this about someone in our lives. It might have been a father, 
coach, or even someone from your lodge or valley. In the workplace or in lodge, we 
might call this person a mentor or a role model. Whether we are children or adults, 
Entered Apprentices or Sublime Princes of the Royal Secret, we learn by observing the 
world and emulating the behavior of those who inspire us. 

The man credited with inspiring the “higher degrees” of Freemasonry that led to the 
Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite was a Scotsman living in France, the Chevalier Andrew 
Michael Ramsey. In 1737, he wrote:

… “the obligations imposed upon you by the Order are to protect your brothers 
by your authority, to enlighten them by your knowledge, to edify them by your vir-
tues, to succor them in their necessities, to sacrifice all personal resentment and 
to strive after all that may contribute to the peace and unity of society.”

As I read this, I am reminded first of what I learned in lodge: the Three Great tenets as well as the Five Points of Fellow-
ship. I think Ramsay made a powerful statement, and I have used it quite a few times in my various talks this year to Scot-
tish Rite valleys in Ohio. 

I want to focus on the line, “to edify them by your virtues.” What does this mean? 

According to Webster’s Dictionary, to edify means “to instruct and improve especially in moral and religious knowledge.” 
As Master Masons and Sublime Princes of the Royal Secret, 32°, we should live our lives, exemplifying our virtues and 
beliefs: 

•	 the three Great Tenets:   Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth
•	 the four cardinal virtues:   Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence, and Justice
•	 the three theological virtues:   Faith, Hope, and Charity
•	 the Core Values of Scottish Rite:   Reverence for God, Devotion to County, Integrity, 

Justice, Toleration, and Service to Humanity

This year, the Grand Master of Masons in Ohio, Illustrious and Most Worshipful Brother Steven E. Cokonougher, 33°, has 
been asking a question during his travels around Ohio that gets at the same idea:

      “Do you act like a Mason, even when no one is looking?”

So the question is: as a Mason and Sublime Prince, are you setting an example for those around you by living a life dis-
tinguished by the virtues found in our teachings? Are you living the Core Values of Scottish Rite on a daily basis – even 
when no one is looking?  Are you the kind of person others will look up to and say, “I want to be more like him!” 

Fraternally,
Douglas Kaylor, 33°
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EVENTS
CALENDAR

April 2015

  6  Shelby Co. 32 Club
10-11  Spring Reunion
  24     AASR Annual Business
   Meeting

May 2015

  14  Aug / Mer 32° Club

June 2015

  24  AASR Business Meeting

July 2015

  25  AASR Golf Outing

October 2015
  12  Aug / Mer 32° Club
  28  AASR Business meeting 

November 2015
13-14   Fall Reunion 

IN MEMORIAM
The following is a list of Brethren whose deaths were reported during the period 

from December 1, 2014 through March 1, 2015, followed by their Blue Lodge Number.  
May our heavenly Father have them in His Holy Keeping.

Paul R. Anderson         OH0295
Harold K. Baker            OH0147
Chester R. Berry          OH0693
Wayne T. Callahan       OH0729
Douglas Casteel           OH0098 
Earl M. Chaplin             OH0622 
Teddy E. Coleman        OH0753
Arthur S. Curlett           OH0049 
George W. Davidson    OH0209 
David A. Day                OH0147 
Allistair Dunn                MI0001 
Eugene F. Eversole      OH0706 
William Fair                   OH0753 

Jack Farmer               OH0577 
Burl E. Gilbert               OH0596 
Thomas Gillum             KY0649 
Herbert Greggerson      OH0098 
James W. Hardin          OH0711 
James E. Houtz            OH0784 
Charles F. Imes            OH0577 
Alfred E. Inman Sr.       OH0779 
Louis T. Laquaglia        OH0729 
William Lauderman      OH0563 
Ervin M. Leonhard        OH0405 
Carvel R. Litteral          OH0730 
Robert C. Loy Sr.          OH0716 

Wayne H. Marks           OH0013 
Truman H. Myers          OH0716
Otis L. Pagett               OH0774 
Marshall Petree          OH0742
Alfred A. Preibisch        OH0753 
Oliver D. Roach            OH0113
Edward F. Schultz, 33°    OH0098
Elmer F. Seifert             OH0706 
William L. Shill             OH0742
George Shoemaker      IN0015 
John H. Smart              OH0100 
Kenneth Talkington Jr.  OH0049
Eugene L. Weng           OH0779
Roger L. Wolf                OH0619

Spring Reunion Schedule
April 10 & 11, 2015
Honoring Ill. & RWB 

John E. Rhodes, Sr., 33°

Friday April 10, 2015

Registration opens 12:00 pm

        4°      1:30     ~     2:00
        6°      2:20     ~     2:55
      15°      3:15     ~     4:15
      16°      4:30     ~     5:15

Dinner
 18°      6:15     ~     7:40

Saturday April 11, 2015

     Registration opens  7:00 am

 Coffee & Donuts  7:00 am

 14°   8:30    ~     9:50
 30°    10:10   ~   11:30
      Banquet      12:50 
 Pictures       1:05
 32°     1:15     ~   2:55

Editors Corner
The Scottish Rite News

invites items of interest to be 
published when space is available. 
The Scottish Rite News reserves 

the right to accept or reject 
news items based on content. 

Contribution editing due to 
length is at the discretion of the 

Newsletter staff. 
 Please send items via e-mail to 

editornewsletter@daytonaasr.org

or mail to:
 Scottish Rite News

Dayton Masonic Center

525 W. Riverview Ave.

Dayton, OH  45405-4702
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Bro. Joe Diamond, M.S.A.: Keeping the Aug-Mer 32 Club Vibrant
By: George E. Moore

     Way up in the northern-reaches of the Dayton Scottish Rite 
membership area, the Brethren in the Auglaize and Mercer 
County areas are blessed to have the dedicated service of 
Bro. Joe Diamond, M.S.A., who many of you recognize as one 
of the most well-known and friendliest faces around the Dayton 
Scottish Rite Reunions ever since he joined AASR in 1976.
     Not only has he lended his time, talents and wisdom to 
various local Masonic Bodies around the Auglaize and Mercer 
Count areas (including serving as Master of Mercer Lodge 
#121 F. & A.M., High Priest of St. Mary’s Chapter #51 Royal 
Arch Masons, and Illustrious Master of St. Mary’s Council #81 
Royal and Select Masons), but “Brother Joe”, who is currently 
93 years young, has been perhaps the most-recognized am-
bassador of Dayton AASR in the area, and he has also been 
the key to the success of the Aug-Mer 32 Club.  
     Around the late 1990s, both Auglaize and Mercer Counties 
had their own respective “32 Clubs”, but neither could gather 
more than a handful at their bi-annual meetings.  In fact, the 

Dayton-area officers and members often outnumbered the locals in attendance.  Around 2000, the of-
ficers of the two clubs got together to look into how to remedy the situation, and they agreed the clubs 
should merge, thereby forming the Aug-Mer 32 Club, comprised of Dayton AASR Brethren from both 
Auglaize and Mercer Counties. Brother Joe was named the first Secretary of the newly-formed Club, 
where he has served ever since. 
     But they didn’t stop there.  In an effort to maximize the geographical reach of the Club, it was 
agreed that the officers should be from locations sprinkled throughout the two-county area to consis-
tently discuss the Club, and Dayton AASR as well.   
     Additionally, and perhaps most-importantly, Brother Joe dedicated himself to “Bringing a Personal 
Touch” to the Aug-Mer 32 Club, just as he had done in the many other bodies of Freemasonry of which 
he was affiliated with, ever since he was Initiated an Entered Apprentice in 1967.  “The key to member-
ship is a little personal touch,” according to Brother Joe, who promptly dedicated himself to attending 
the meetings of all Blue Lodges in the two counties throughout the year to not only promote the Aug-
Mer 32 Club, but to also help share the beauties of Scottish Rite with countless Freemasons who may 
have otherwise not been exposed to them.  In addition to this, Brother Joe still takes the time to make 
telephone calls to current and prospective members of the Club to remind them of the current activities 
of the Club, and also personally invite them to the meetings.  
     His hard work has paid off.  Not only has Brother Joe increased the average Aug-Mer 32 Club meet-
ing attendance from around 20 attendees to approximately 100 per meeting, he has also been a Peti-
tion signer for over 80 Dayton AASR members throughout his Masonic Journey.  In the words of Broth-
er Joe, he credits his success to “getting out, promoting, and getting results”, which is a lesson each of 
us in Freemasonry can relate to: you only get out of Freemasonry that which you put into it.

Bro. Joe Diamond 32°
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2015 Spring Reunion Class Honoree, John E. Rhodes Sr., 33°
       John “Doc” Rhodes was born January 19, 1932 as 
the youngest of two sons to John Hawthorne Rhodes 32°

(Riverview 717, F&AM, Valley of Dayton AASR) and 
Helen Lucille Gimmison. After graduating from Roosevelt 
High School in 1950 he enlisted in the United States 
Marine Corps during the Korean conflict, later attending 
Sinclair Community College, Ohio University, and in 1960 
graduated from The Ohio State University, College of 
Dentistry with a Doctor of Dental Surgery degree.  “Doc” 
practiced general dentistry in East Dayton for 34 years 
before retiring in Winter Haven, Florida for 19 years. 
Recently, he and his wife moved back to Brookville, Ohio.
     John married his high school sweetheart Lois Jean 
Wells, in January 1951 and they recently celebrated their 
64th year of marriage. They have three children, John 
Jr., Linda, and Jeff; five grandchildren, and eight great-
grandchildren with #9 due in June 2015. John and Lois 
currently attend Brookville First United Methodist Church.
     After graduation from dental school John joined 

Riverview Masonic Lodge #717 now Millennium Lodge #779.  He progressed through the officer 
line, serving the lodge as Master in both 1972 and 1973. John is a past District Deputy Grand 
Master serving in 1981, 82 and 83. He joined the AASR Valley of Dayton in 1967 and was 
appointed as an officer in the Gabriel Lodge of Perfection by TPM E. Neil Howe 33°, progressed 
through the line and served as Thrice Potent Master in 1983 and 84.  He was coroneted a 
Sovereign Grand Inspector General 33°, Honorary Member of Supreme Council on September 
28th, 1983 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
     He is a Past Sovereign, Red Cross of Constantine Dayton, 1994, and a Past Sovereign 
Master, Thomas Smith Webb Council #57 Allied Masonic Degrees. He has served as Patron of 
Beaver Valley OES in 1969, 74 and 77.  John is a member of Victory Chapter #210, Silver Trowel 
Council #141 and Reed Commandry #6. Additionally, he has served as Chairman of Silver Circle 
the sponsoring body of Knollwood Assembly, Order of Rainbow for Girls. John was the grateful 
recipient of the Grand Master’s Award in October of 1976, and the Grand Master’s Appreciation 
award in 1989.
     Service to the fraternity has been a hallmark of Doc’s Masonic career, serving several years as 
a trustee for the Valley of Dayton, and as Chairman of the Executive Committee for the Valley of 
Dayton from September of 1990 to September of 1994.  John has also served as the Chairman for 
arrangements for Grand Lodge of Ohio in 1976 and 1989.  He has been the General Chairman for 
the receptions of Grand Masters Fox, Scofield, Ward, Iceman, and Sager.
     Doc has also provided significant service to the community by being a past president of the 
Beavercreek Athletic Boosters 1965-66 and professionally as a life member of the Dayton Dental 
Society, the Ohio Dental Association and the American Dental Association, The American Society 
of Dentistry for Children, and Psi Omega Dental Fraternity.
     Golfing, fishing and a love of Ohio State Football are easy topics for Doc to talk about.  Truly 
the bar of service has been set high by this worthy class honoree and Dr. Rhodes would like to 
thank the presiding officers of the Valley of Dayton for this recognition.

by John E Rhodes Jr., 33°

            John E Rhodes Sr., 33°
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EVERY DAY IS MEMBERSHIP DAY !!!

     The mid-winter program was a great success.  If you were 
unable to attend you missed some great degree work and 
fellowship.  The Valley of Dayton conferred the 11th and 20th 
degrees in fine fashion. There were two other degrees that 
were conferred.  One by the Valley of Cincinnati (the new 30th 
degree) and the other from our DeMolay youth group, both 
were very well done.  These were advertised by the email 
blasts that were sent out to the members; if you did not get 

the notice please make sure we have your current email address so you will be informed of 
your Valleys happenings. Please make contact with the office to give us your current email.
     Also remember the Valley’s Spring Reunion will be April 10th and 11th now is the time to ask 
that brother Mason to join Scottish Rite. There are several events that have been planned or in 
the process of planning.   Thursday, July 2nd the Dayton Masonic Center will again be open for 
watching the City of Dayton Fireworks.  The building will open at 6pm with tours as the fire-
works will start at 10pm, there will  be food and drinks available at a nominal cost, plan to bring 
lawn chairs.  The Air Force Band of Flight will be at the DMC for two shows this December. 
More information to follow. Other outings are in the planning stages, Garth Museum in Green-
ville and the Neil Armstrong museum in Wapakoneta both great places for all ages to see.  Also, 
for the adults we are planning a micro-brewery tour and a possible Bourbon tasting event, but 
nothing is confirmed at this time.
     This is a time of year when some brethren are reminded that they have not gotten around to 
paying dues.  Sometime we ask ourselves why should I remain a member?  Being a member 
in the Valley is not only attending meetings, it also provides an opportunity for you to meet with 
your brethren. Being a Mason is living a good life based on Masonic principles, and living up to 
the vows assumed during the conferral of your degrees. It is believing in and practicing those 
beliefs that make you a Mason.  You continue to be a Mason even if you are in a place where 
there are no Masonic lodges. When you continue to pay your dues, you support a cause that 
you believe in.  You help to continue a fraternity of free men who believe in moral character, 
love for country, and the practice of Masonic Tenets in the life of man. It is important that you 
help build and continue to support a heritage for those who come after you. Masonry cherishes 
your membership and your annual dues are a small contribution to pay.

Steve Argast, 33°
Director Fraternal Relations
steveargast@daytonaasr.org (937)222-9103
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Officers of the Valley of Dayton
by: Bro. William M. Lawson, 32°

     The Valley of Dayton has truly been blessed to showcase some of 
the most outstanding performances that I have ever seen. During our 
Worshipful Master Recognition Night we had the show choir Shades of 
Blue from Brookville High School for our entertainment. They were fan-
tastic!! They were the best we have had in a very long time. You could 
not help but to find yourself swaying to the music and just singing along. 
Then during our Mid-Winter Program we had several special guests, a 
few new candidates, and some of the best degree work ever. We were 
graced to have Illustrious and MWB James F. Easterling, 33°, perform 
General George Washington in the 20th Degree. We also witnessed the 
new 31st Degree presented beautifully by brethren from the Valley of 
Cincinnati.  I completely understood the message being conveyed, and 
the acting skills were marvelous. I know we are not supposed to have 
favorites but Paul Revere was extremely good. I was engaged in the 
portrayal through the whole Degree. To set the day in total perfection, 

we had a DeMolay Team from the 7th DeMolay District including Eaton, Vandalia, Xenia, Springfield and 
even Cincinnati perform a DeMolay Degree. Those young men are our future. They presented themselves 
very professionally and did most excellent degree work. The way those young men conducted themselves 
made the Valley of Dayton extremely proud. We were overwhelmed with their work and were very proud 
to show them off to our special guests. The entire day was very good and if you missed it then you really 
missed one of our better Mid-Winter Programs. 
     Our Spring Reunion is coming soon, and you need to be part of it! You may ask yourself, how can I 
make the reunion better if I am only one person? If you can move a chair, work the stage crew, or if you 
can sing, help the choir. If you can work a soundboard, work the sound crew. If you can hang up your own 
clothes assist in the robe room! If none of these interest you, then we could use your help at a registra-
tion table. Every degree has speaking and non-speaking roles to fill.  Your Valley needs you!  All of us can 
do more than we are doing now. Whatever you think needs changed, find a way to help change it. It may 
never change if you don’t change it. We have some of the most dedicated, intelligent, hardworking leaders 
on our Executive Committee. They have made sure that our Dayton Masonic Center will be safe, secure, 
and beautiful and remain as a cornerstone for the City of Dayton for many years to come. As smart as 
these men are they don’t have all the answers. They don’t have all of the great ideas, you do. So, let’s put 
them together and let’s do something that will keep our Scottish Rite experience fresh, new, and excit-
ing as the day you became a 32° Mason. My experiences in Masonry have truly been life changing. I still 
remember when I was Master for the first time and the butterflies I had in my stomach before my inspec-
tion. I remember the first time I got on stage and the spotlight hit me. How scared but proud of myself I 
was and who I have become. Masonry truly has become a wonderful way of life for me and I am sure that 
when you became a Master Mason, you felt completely reborn as a man. What can you do to rekindle 
your flame and make our fraternity better? There are no bad ideas, but things left unmentioned will never 
happen. That is why the Grand Architect of the Universe made you. Not to sit idle, but to GO MAKE A DIF-
FERENCE! Brethren join with me in making our Scottish Rite more meaningful than it has ever been.
     Brethren it is with deep sadness I reflect on the Grand Master in 1994, Illustrious and Most Worshipful 
Brother James E. Olmstead. He has been called from Labor to Refreshment, but if you ever get a chance 
to look upon his accomplishments as a Mason, you will definitely be proud that you knew a man, a friend, 
and Brother as dedicated to Masonry as he was. Illustrious and Most Worshipful Sir, Masonry will truly 
miss you. Now lead the rest of us to that Great Celestial Lodge above.
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Five Past Grand Masters attended  the Mid-Winter. (l to r) Ill. & MW James Easterling Jr., 33°, Ill. & MW 
Terry Posey, 33°, Ill. & MW Jim Williamson, 33°, Ill. & MW Michael Himes, 33° and Ill. & MW Neil 
Smalley, 33°.

Worshipful Masters of the 2nd Masonic District with MWB. Steven E. Cokonougher, 33° at the Worshipful 
Masters Recognition program.
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E A S T E R 
E G G  H U N T

Dayton-Victory Chapter and Harvest Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star together will host the 
event on Saturday, April 4, 2015 at 1:00 pm for children ages 12 and under.  Weather permitting 
the egg hunt will take place on the front lawn and side yard of the Temple. If weather conflicts with 
our plan, we will then hold the egg hunt inside the building.

The Event is opened to all Masonic and Eastern Star Families and Friends. We ask that the 
children bring their own baskets to collect the eggs filled with candy. Following the egg hunt, we 
will be serving cookies and punch in the Rotunda which gives us all some time to socialize and enjoy 
the fun of the day.

An event of this kind will require money for the purchase of the eggs, candy, gifts, cookies and 
punch. If you would like to make a donation to support this event, please make your check out 
to Harvest Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star and send or drop your check into the mailbox 
of Harvest Chapter located on floor 1M.

We appreciate the opportunity to plan such an event and your assistance in spreading the word 
about the Easter Egg Hunt. If you have any questions concerning this event, please contact Barbara 
Pelfrey at:  barbarapelfrey@vahoo.com

     Dayton Consistory will confer the 30th Degree, which has not been conferred in eight years at the upcoming Spring 
Reunion.  We welcome all brethren of the Valley of Dayton to watch this conferral. The brethren from Clark, Cham-
paign, and Logan counties will put on this Degree under the direction of Ill. Brother Martin R. Trent and the assistant 
director will be Ill. Brother William M. Berry. The 30th Degree Grand Inspector teaches that we should give every man 
the benefit of innocence and purity of intentions. He who would judge others must first judge himself. The purpose is to 
make each one of us to realize just how much latitude he gives himself and how much self-deception he may practice.
     The new officers in the Dayton Consistory portrayed the new 32nd degree, S.P.R.S., for the first time at the Fall Re-
union, also knighting all new 32nd Degree Scottish Rite Masons, the first time this has been done.  Come see the new 
32nd Degree portrayed during the 2015 Spring Reunion.  

Bro. Steven D. Goad, 32° 
Commander-in-Chief

30th degree to be conferred at the Spring Reunion
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Telling Time Masonically: John Haley Bellamy’s Carvings
Aimee E. Newell, Ph.D., Director of Collections, Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library, Lexington, MA

     In March 1866, woodcarver John Haley Bel-
lamy (1836-1914) wrote to his father noting that his 
brother Elisha was “doing well – making the Ma-
sonic brackets.”  Between 1866 and 1872, Bellamy 
designed a number of wooden clock cases, frames 
and what-not shelves with Masonic symbols, many 
of which he patented.  The survival of so many 
examples today – including eleven in the Scottish 
Rite Masonic Museum & Library collection – attests 
to their popularity at the time.  

     Despite John Haley Bellamy’s success making Masonic carvings, he was not a Freemason.  There are no records 
of his membership in New Hampshire, Maine or Massachusetts (all places that he lived).  However, new research by 
scholar Jim Craig tells us that Bellamy apprenticed with woodcarver Samuel Dockum (b. 1792) of Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire, who was a Freemason.  Dockum joined Portsmouth’s Pythagoras Lodge No. 33 in 1820.  So it’s possible 
that Bellamy worked on some Masonic-themed items while apprenticing with Dockum.  Regardless of whether Bel-
lamy learned about Masonic symbols early in his career, by the 1860s, like many American craftsmen, he saw the 
potential of the Masonic market.
     The Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library has several clock cases designed by Bellamy in its collection.  The 
one shown here features  Knights Templar symbols including the cross and crown and the “In Hoc Signo Vinces” 
motto.  The patent for this design is dated September 10, 1867, and was assigned to Bellamy and his partner, David 
A. Titcomb.  In an 1866 letter to his father Bellamy writes “One man employed at the Navy Yard on seeing it and he 
being [a] “Free Mason” desired that I should allow him to be an agent.”  This was Titcomb, who formed a partnership 
with Bellamy.  Titcomb acted as Bellamy’s “lawful attorney” and also spent time acting as a salesman for Bellamy’s 
carved products.  In 1868, the business was listed as being located in Charlestown, Massachusetts, on the first floor 
of the Masonic building.
     Bellamy also made frames, which were commonly used to hold Masonic certificates and hung in a Mason’s home.  
One of Bellamy’s earliest frames was patented May 1, 1866.  It shows several common Masonic symbols including the 
all-seeing eye, the square and compasses and the 47th problem of Euclid.  When this particular frame was given to the 
Museum in 1977, it came with a Master Mason certificate for George Washington Southworth, a member of Golden 
Fleece Lodge in Lynn, Massachusetts.
     Bellamy left Charlestown, Massachusetts, in 1872 and turned to making distinctive eagle carvings for which he 
has become well-known.  While he never became a Freemason, he did join a fraternal group toward the end of his 
life – the Knights of the Maccabees.  Bellamy may have been attracted by the group’s insurance benefits.  The frater-
nity followed rituals based on the Books of the Maccabees in the Old Testament.  By 1896, the Maccabees numbered 
182,000 members.
     Bellamy’s objects remain to help us understand the “golden age” of fraternal groups during the late 1800s.  As 
more and more Americans were drawn to join, more and more artists and craftspeople produced items decorated with 
the emblems of these groups.  Bellamy’s carvings remind us of the popularity of fraternalism and of the intersections 
between the individual, the community and the country.

IMAGE CREDITS:
Knights Templar Shelf Clock, ca. 1867, John Haley Bellamy, Charlestown, Massachusetts, Museum purchase, 
98.067a-b.  Photograph by David Bohl.
Masonic Certificate Frame, ca. 1868, John Haley Bellamy, Charlestown, Massachusetts, Special Acquisitions Fund, 
77.78a.  Photograph by David Bohl.
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Spring Reunion Class # 270

In Honor of Ill∴John E. Rhodes Sr., 33°
Valley of Dayton

April 10 - 11, 2015

Gabriel Lodge of Perfection
     4° Master Traveler 
     6° Master of the Brazen Serpent

Dayton Consistory, S.P.R.S.
   30° Grand Inspector     
   32° Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret

Miami Council, Princes of Jerusalem
   15° Knight of the East
   16° Prince of Jerusalem 

Dayton Chapter of Rose Croix
  18° Knight of the Rose Croix 

FRIDAY APRIL 10,

Gabriel Lodge of Perfection
   14° Grand Elect Mason  

SATURDAY APRIL 11,


