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     We are once again pleased to 
welcome all of our new members to 
The Valley of Dayton. I want to person-
ally thank everyone involved with the 
268th Class named for The Lodges 
Secretaries. I invite all of you to stop 
by and say hello any time ~ remember 
this is your Valley and we want you to 
know you are welcome to visit as often 
as you can. We also have many op-
portunities for each of you to become 
more involved with degree presenta-
tions or to serve on one of the many 
Valley committees.
     The Chapter of Sorrows was held 
on April 8, 2014 in the Scottish Rite 
Auditorium. This was the 64th presen-
tation of the very moving drama in 
observance of Maundy Thursday. The 
members of the cast gave outstand-
ing performances in the roles they 
portrayed and the choir provided a 
wonderful selection of music that is 
always impressive. This year’s atten-
dance was one of the largest in recent 
years. 
     The Valley of Dayton Annual Meet-
ing was held on April 25, 2014 for the 
purpose of election of Officers. Bro. 
Gary L. Nicholson, 32° was elected 
Thrice Potent Master; Bro. William 
M. Lawson, 32° Sovereign Prince; 
Bro. Paul A. Weglage, 32° Most Wise 
Master and Bro. Steven D. Goad, 32° 
Commander–in- Chief. and Bro. Ste-
ven J. Hottle, 32° was elected to serve 
six years as Trustee. We should con-
gratulate each of the officers as they 
continue to serve The Valley of Dayton 
to preserve and promote the advance-
ment of Scottish Rite Masonry.
     The 117th Annual Meeting of the 
Ohio Council of Deliberations was held 
on June 6 & 7, 2014 in Columbus, 
Ohio with Ill. Bro. William R. Powers 
Jr., 33° Deputy for Ohio presiding.  
Ill. Bro. Chris Hodapp, 33° author of 
Freemasons for Dummies addressed 
the delegates on a wide range of 
important topics facing our fraternal 
organization. The Friday night banquet 
was a very special time as Brother 
Harless H. Maynard, 32° and Brother 
Douglas N. Pelfrey, 32° were present-
ed the Meritorious Service Awards and 
Red Hats. Please congratulate both 
of these brothers when you see them 
and thank them for their hard work and 
dedication to Scottish Rite Masonry.    

     Saturday’s program was also very 
informative and concluded with the 
announcement of the MSA nomina-
tions for 2015. Congratulations to Bro. 
Stanley A. Brookins and Bro. Robert 
W. Terrel on being elected to receive 
this well deserved honor. There will 
be additional pictures and information 
concerning OCD in the next issue of 
the Scottish Rite News.
     The Valley of Dayton Annual golf 
outing will be held on Saturday July 
26, 2014, at the Locust Hills Golf 
Course, 5575 North River Road, 
Springfield. A Shotgun start will begin 
at 11:30 and we still have some open-
ings for teams, so please sign up 
as soon as possible if you have not 
already registered and would like to 
play. It should be a great day to join 
us for fun, food, golf, prizes, fellow-
ship and a great pork chop dinner. We 
hope to see many of you on the 26th of 
July in Springfield.
     The Annual Scottish Rite Picnic will 
be held on August 17, on the Front 
Lawn of the Dayton Masonic Center. 
The activites will begin at 1:00 pm with 
food service starting at 1:00. There 
will be games and several activities for 
your enjoyment. The Valley of Dayton 
will be presenting 12 -  $2,000 Abbott 
Scholarships to the winners. We hope 
you will come out and enjoy the picnic. 
Please contact the office to make your 
reservation for the event. You can pay 
by check or credit card. The cost of the 
picnic is $5.00 for advance sale and 
$7.00 at door, 10 yrs, and under free..
     Even though summer is finally here 
and activities around the building have 
slowed down, please remember the 
offices and restaurant are still open for 
business. Dues notices for 2014 will 
be mailed in August. To remain cur-
rent with membership; you must pay 
the $100.00 amount due.  If you have 
any questions regarding your dues or 
membership status, please contact 
The Valley Office and we will work with 
you to answer your questions ~ your 
membership is very important to us!
     I hope each of you have an enjoy-
able summer and will take some time 
to spend with family and friends. If you 
are traveling or just staying close to 
home, by all means be safe in your 
travel and activities.
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The Scottish Rite Value Proposition

My dear Brothers,

     I spend a lot of time wrestling with the following question:
Why do some men become  engaged in and committed to the Masonic fraternity – whether blue lodge, Scot-
tish Rite, or other related organizations – while others walk away, lose interest, or just drift away? 
  There are all kinds of answers to this question. Everyone seems to have an opinion, but no one ac-
tually has a convincing or definitive answer. Some ideas are pretty crazy. Some make a lot of sense. Often, 
proposed answers are wildly divergent or conflicting. For example, some say we pay too much attention to 
ritual. Others claim we need to pay more attention to doing ritual. Some say we need free food. Others say 
we need to raise our initiation fees to levels more like a country club. After beating my head against the wall 
over this, I have to conclude there is no one answer, but both the individual member and the fraternity have 
to share in the responsibility for making a connection.
 In the last few issues of our Supreme Council magazine, The Northern Light, our Sovereign Grand 
Commander has been writing about the Value Proposition of Scottish Rite. I think he is correct in asking us 
to look for an answer from a different perspective. Men will engage in an organization or an activity where 
the value they receive from participation is worth the cost. In this context, cost is not just about money. It 
includes a man’s time, attention, and talent as well as his treasure. 
 So what is the value of Scottish Rite? 
 First, I think of our vision: “We will strive to be a fraternity that fulfills our Masonic obligation to care 
for our members.”  We are a Masonic organization – with no apologies. We are united by shared experi-
ences and our obligations to respect and support each other and care for distressed master masons, their 
widows, and orphans. We provide mutual support that is financial, experiential, emotional, and spiritual.
 Next, I think of our mission which calls for enjoyable and inspirational programs and events that 
reflect our Core Values in convenient venues or modern communications like web sites and social media. 
It’s really simple: inspiration, convenience, and enjoyment. We offer programs throughout the valley. We 
give men opportunities to meet with the best and brightest that Freemasonry has to offer. We offer expanded 
circles of friendship and opportunities beyond what is possible in the blue lodge.
 There are intangible benefits. Many men will tell you that they have grown in confidence, public 
speaking, and leadership abilities by participating in lodge or Scottish Rite. Many men benefit from the 
friendships and mentoring that develop through the lodge. This varies greatly according to the man. It will 
mean a lot to some and not much to others. A lot of us “grow up” in the Masonic fraternity.
 Finally, we have the material benefits of membership. Some are simple: we remember birthdays, we 
honor our member’s service to the fraternity and humanity through various awards programs, and we offer 
financial discount programs for select products and services. We also have the charitable support we offer 
our members. When one of our members faces a loss from fire, flood, or other disaster, the Grand Almoner’s 
fund is there to help. No, it is not an insurance program. It is an expression of our obligation to care for our 
brothers.
 And so I conclude that there is a lot of true value out there for our members. We just need to do our 
job in letting them know what is available to through Scottish Rite, and we need to ask them to be respon-
sible for their own actions. Without a doubt, your Valley of Dayton is working to make this value a reality in 
the life of every member with programs and activities that are inspiring, convenient, and enjoyable. We have 
a great Value Proposition that is designed for today’s man. We just need to be true to ourselves and work it 
every day.

Speas mea in Deo est!
Doug Kaylor
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LODGE OF PERFECTION
     The officers of Gabriel Lodge of Perfection were installed 
at an impressive ceremony on Sunday, May 4th along with the 
officers of the other Scottish Rite lines.  Gary L. Nicholson was 
installed as Thrice Potent Master.  Clifford P. Koss was installed 
as Deputy Master.  Mark E. Howard moved into the Senior 
Warden’s station.  E. Duane Wooton was not able to be present 
due to an illness and will be installed as Junior Warden at a 
future date.  Mark Pelfrey was installed as Master of Ceremonies 
and Alfred Butler as the Captain of the Guard.
     Illustrious and RWB John E. Rhodes, Jr. 33o did an excellent 
job as Master of Ceremonies for the Installation ceremony, and 
Illustrious and RWB Douglas N. Kaylor, 33o was an outstanding 
Installing Officer.  Illustrious and MWB Neil M. Smalley, 33o 
served as Line Marshall for the Lodge of Perfection.
Unfortunately, the outgoing Thrice Potent Master, Illustrious 
Brother David A. Buchheit was not able to be present due to a 
death in the family, and the Thrice Potent Master’s Jewel was 
presented to Gary Nicholson by Ill. and RWB Douglas N. Kaylor, 
33o.
     The Lodge of Perfection TPM Invitational Golf Outing and 
Dinner took place on Thursday, May 22 at the Yankee Trace golf 
club.

New Lodge of Perfection Officers
at Installation of Officers

The Men in Pink
MIAMI COUNCIL

PRINCES OF JERUSALEM
    I would like to take a moment to introduce you to the Men in Pink. This would be the 
Miami Council Princes of Jerusalem Officers.  This group of Scottish Rite Officers are Proud 
to wear Pink.  On May 4th I was extremely Honored to be Installed as the Sovereign Prince 
of the Miami Council Princes of Jerusalem. The High Priest is Brother Steve Taylor. The 
Senior Warden is Brother Rick Deak. Brother Dave Kleiner is the Junior Warden along with 
Rich Ganion as the Master of Ceremony.  The newest member of our Line is Brother Fred 
Francis. We are the Brethren of the Valley of Dayton who are responsible for the portrayal 
of the 15th and the 16th Degrees. We are the line known for our acting abilities as each line 
has their own set of special skills and are looked at very closely before being considered 
as part of this elite Officer core. I know for me, when I was asked over ten years ago, to be 
part of this elite group of Officers, Illustrious Brother Rob Kopp schooled me, honed me, 
and mentored me until such time my opportunity came to be asked. I can without reserva-
tion tell you that was truly the most humbling experience I had ever encountered. I truly was 

honored to the point of tears. I have learned that Scottish Rite is not just another Line, it has become a true way of life. 
You study and learn your lines and the more you study the more they sink in and become a part of you. The degrees 
that are portrayed and the lessons that are taught in these degrees get inside of you and become a part of you.
       The presiding Officers help to make managing decision for the Scottish Rite Body under the guidance, tutelage, 
and mentorship of some of most knowledgeable, prestigious, and honorable men in the United States. They range 
from Past Grand Masters to Grand Lodge Officer to Prominent Business men to the kindest most educated men you 
could ever have the privilege to know. So now you understand why I am so Honored and Humbled to have the trust 
and true respect of these Illustrious, Honorable and True Masons.  I see their lives and I know they live the principles 
of Freemasonry everyday.
      Brethren Come and be with us as we set out on a new year in Scottish Rite Masonry. Let the true principles of 
Freemasonry not just be words but let it become a true way of life as it has for me.
Mike Lawson
Presiding Officer
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                     Notes from the Most Wise Master,
Dayton Chapter of Rose Croix, Valley of Dayton

     My name is Paul A. Weglage, and I am extremely excited to have been elected and 
installed as the Most Wise Master for the Dayton Chapter of Rose Croix in the Valley of 
Dayton. I am a Past District Deputy Grand Master for the Second Masonic District, a Past 
Master of Millennium Lodge in Dayton, Ohio and the current Chaplain for Antioch Shrine. The 
other officers in this impressive line are: Senior Warden:  RWB Walter G. Barner, Jr who is 
a Past District Deputy Grand Master for the Second Masonic District, Grand Lodge of Ohio 
and a Past Master of Dayton Lodge. Our Junior Warden is RWB Bryan D. Worley, also a Past 
District Deputy Grand Master for the Second Masonic District and a Past Master of Camden 
Lodge.  Our Master of Ceremonies is WB Adam R. Bray a Past Master of Millennium Lodge, 
in Dayton, Ohio.  WB Troy L. Davis, our Captain of the Guard, is a current District Education 
Officer in the Second Masonic District and a Past Master of Bolivar Lodge in Eaton, Ohio. The 

newest member of the Rose Croix Officer line if WB Robert J. Brower, III, a Past Master of Solar Lodge in Dayton, Ohio.
     Our Director, Thomas C. Hubler, 33°, Past Most Wise Master, is a stickler for perfection and works with all the 
officers of the Rose Croix to make sure we present the best, most impressive degree possible. We look forward to your 
presence at the reunions in November and April during the next 2 years.

DAYTON CONSISTORY, S.P.R.S.

On May 4th, 2014 the Installation of Officers were held for the Valley of Dayton. Doug 
Kaylor presided as the  Installing Officer. The Installation that was conferred was one that 
had not been seen before as each of the presiding officers were anointed with oil and 
knighted with the new Commander-in-Chief’s own sword. The newly installed officers for 
the Dayton Consistory Line are:

Commander-in-Chief   Steve Goad
First Lieutenant Commander  Scott Sowder
Second Lieutenant     David Leytze
Master of Ceremonies   Keith Rawlins
Captain of the Guard   Dan Shirk
Engineer and Seneschal   Jerry Young
Tyler     Don Weir, MSA
Chancellor     Charles Leedy

          Orator     William O’Brien, MSA
          Color Bearer    Timothy Winnett
          Standard Bearer    Don Weir, MSA

The outgoing officers were then presented with their outgoing jewels and the wives were given roses for their support 
of their husbands. The Valley of Dayton Installation of Officers was very moving ceremony for all involved.  I would like 
to thank all of those who participated in the Installation as I received several comments from our guests about what a 
moving Installation that they had observed and congratulate all of the new officers as I look forward to working with 
all of you in the future.

Steve D Goad
Commander-in-Chief

The TPM Invitational Golf Outing took place 
on May 22 at the Yankee Trace Golf Club.  
The weather was perfect for golf, the course 
was in fine condition, and everyone had a 
great time.  The golf was followed by an 
excellent dinner, which was held at the Yan-
kee Trace Club House.  Thanks to the staff 
at Yankee Trace for assisting in making the 
outing and dinner a success!



Razing of the 601 Building
The 601 building located just west 
of the Dayton Masonic Center was 
purchased by the Dayton Masonic 
Center for several reasons. First, 
with the purchase it will provide 
over 100 additional parking spaces 
for those attending events at the 
DMC. Second, with the purchase of 
the property we have secured what 
type of activity or business could 
use the building. At one point a Drug 
Rehab Clinic was trying to purchase 
the property and the trustees felt we 
did not need that type of business 
located near our building or the 
Learning Center.  The building had 
been empty for several years and 
would have been very expensive to 
restore to where it could have been 
saleable or rentable. 
     Parking is a issue when we have 
events and the additional parking 
space will only make coming to the 
Dayton Masonic Center that more 
enjoyable. When we are not using 
the parking lot we are able to rent 
more parking spots to the Dayton 
Art Institute or the Greek Church 
should they need additional parking 
for their events. We are continuing 
to make improvements to your 
Masonic Center to make your visits 
even that much more enjoyable.
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Fighting Fires – and a Sea Serpent?
Aimee E. Newell, Ph.D., Director of Collections, Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library, Lexington, MA

At the Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library in Lexington, Massachusetts, we actively 
collect objects to continuously strengthen and improve our existing holdings.  Our primary 
strength is American Masonic and fraternal items and we look for things that tell an engag-
ing story, are in good condition and do not duplicate our existing holdings.  Recently, I was 
contacted by an antiques dealer who had a fascinating painted leather fire bucket for sale.  The 
bucket was in nice condition and had a square and compasses symbol on the front above a 
pair of clasped hands and the name “J. Beach.”  At the top of the bucket, a painted banner read 
“Friendship in Adversity.”  On first glance it looked like a terrific addition to our collection.  

My first step was to analyze it according to our collecting criteria as described above.  So I 
searched our collections database to see just how many fire buckets we already have.  Imagine 
my surprise to find the one pictured here, which the Museum purchased in 1981 – it was almost 
identical to the photo that the dealer had sent me!  While we are fortunate to have a large 
storage area at the Museum, space is always finite, so I passed on buying the second one and 
promptly did some research on the one we already owned.

Antiques are rare and valued for a reason – as time passes objects break, get lost, thrown away and disintegrate.  Yet, before they 
became antiques, they were often common household items.  While it was surprising to turn up two fire buckets with almost identi-
cal decoration, it shouldn’t be unexpected.  During the 1700s and early 1800s, most households had at least a couple of buckets like 
these ones.  They were often the most effective way to combat a fire.  Local residents could line up and form a bucket brigade passing 
buckets from hand to hand to try and quench the blaze.  Decorating them with symbols and the owner’s name meant that they would 
be easy to return when the fire was over.  

Groups of local residents also formed fire companies or societies to assist with fighting fires in their neighborhoods.  It makes sense 
that these local groups would procure fire buckets with similar decoration – as is the case with these two buckets.  The Museum’s 
bucket is almost identical to the one that was owned by J. Beach – virtually the only difference is the owner’s name – Z. Stevens – and 
the date it was presumably made – 1799.  Thanks to an email with a colleague, Timothy Winkle, associate curator in the Division of 
Home and Community Life at the National Museum of American History, I was able to determine that John Beach and Zachariah 
Stevens were members of the Masonick Fire Society in Gloucester, Massachusetts.    

Formed in 1789, the Masonick Fire Society aimed to “be helpful to each other in extinguishing [fires in Gloucester], and in saving and 
taking the utmost care of each other’s goods.”  The printed “Rules and Orders” go on to require that each member “always keep ready, 
two good Leather Buckets, and two strong bags.”  Members of the Society were also required to be “an approved Mason.”  Indeed, 
both John Beach and Zachariah Stevens, who owned the fire buckets, were members of Gloucester’s Tyrian Lodge.  Beach was raised 
in 1779 and served the lodge as Master in 1802.  Stevens was raised in 1804.

Thanks again to Timothy Winkle, I discovered that Stevens was a witness to the “sea serpent” sighted in Gloucester in 1817.  Starting 
in August 1817 and continuing for the next few years, reports of a strange sea creature off the coast of Gloucester began to circulate.  
The accuracy of these accounts was debated throughout the country and never conclusively resolved.  But this rather outlandish tale 
adds another layer of interesting history to Stevens’ Masonic fire bucket.  And keep your eyes peeled – there may be other fire buckets 
just like this one waiting to be discovered!

IMAGE CREDIT:

Masonic Fire Bucket, 1799, unidentified maker, probably Gloucester, Massachusetts.  Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library Col-
lection, Special Acquisitions Fund, 81.48.
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EVENTS
CALENDAR

June
 6&7 OCD - Columbus
  15 Dayton Dragon Baseball-   
   AASR
  25 AASR Business Meeting

July
  26 AASR Golf Outing

August
  17 AASR / Shrine Picnic

October
  13 Aug / Mer 32 Club
  22 AASR Business Meeting

November
14-15   Fall Reunion
  19 Reunion Review

January 2015
  24 WM. Recognition

February 2015
  14 Mid -Winter Program 

April 2015
10-11  Spring Reunion

November 2015
13-14   Fall Reunion 

IN MEMORIAM
The following is a list of Brethren whose deaths were reported during the period 

from March 1, 2014 through May 31, 2014, followed by their Blue Lodge Number.  
May our heavenly Father have them in His Holy Keeping.

Donald L. McDermitt     OH0121

Layrd E. Watson     WV0041

Willis A. Baker     OH0090

James Goertemiller 33°  OH0596

Ralph E. Strausbaugh     OH0405

Eugene Withers     OH0678

Billy R. Blevins     OH0098

Guy M. Gibson     OH0779

Don W. Bryan     OH0209

Charles E. Bennett     OH0013

Richard L. Younce     OH0649

John R. Primm     OH0649

L. Thomas Wilson 33°     OH0784

Donald A. Beal     OH0729

Kenneth Reitz     OH0729

Clarence G. Johnson Jr.  OH0716

James F. Wyatt     OH0405

Jack Cassidy     OH0159

Dan C. Hartleb     OH0686

James M. Braden     OH0779

Lawrence H. Spencer     OH0619

Durward D. Smith     OH0008

Lance H. Spencer     OH0174

Lloyd E. Anderson     OH0779

Clifford A. Graybill Jr.     OH0779

Wilfred D. Jones     OH0049

John A. Weyrauch III     OH0784

Finis E. Black     OH0174

John E. Gross     OH0049

Delmer L. Wright     OH0596

Carl E. Brewer     OH0743












 

 

 

 

 




AASR News
EVERYDAY IS MEMBERSHIP DAY !!!

     These are the four words we need to be thinking about both in our Valley and in our lodge.  
We recently visited with a number of our Scottish Rite Lodge Representatives in various 
counties and had some good conversations.  The main topic is membership and how can 
we as a Valley help not only the Valley but our lodges at the same time.  As a result we will 
be holding meetings with our lodge representatives who will be asked to bring either a non-
Scottish Rite Masons or a non-Mason to these informative meetings that the Valley will be 
hosting in the various counties.  We will be in contact with the Lodge Reps soon.

     Would you and your lodge be interested in a tour of the building as a group?  Some of 
the Lodges have expressed interest in seeing the building perhaps on an  “off”  lodge 
night.  Give the office a call and we will be happy to set a time for you to visit either days or 
evenings.

     Congratulations to the following brethren on receiving first liner signer membership ribbon awards at the Spring 
reunion they are: Red Ribbon (5 petitions) Steve Taylor, Chris Silvers, Charles James, Duane Wooten, Jonathan 
Shirk, White Ribbon (10 petitions) Stephen Raster, Yellow Ribbon (15 petitions) Steve Hottle and Purple Ribbon 
(65 petitions) Stanley Benner.  If you think you should have a different ribbon award other than what you currently 
have please give me a call or email and we can get you up to date.     
Have you at one time volunteered your service to our Valley and did not get a response from us?  If so we still 
need your help in a variety of areas ranging from sound and stage, tylers, registration, and many more positions.  
If you are still interested please give me a call at 937-222-9103 or email at steveargast@daytonaasr.org . There is 
a job in “YOUR” Valley for you.

Steve Argast 33°
Director Fraternal Relations

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES, retirement speech
 Ill∴Richard  L. Coy, 33°, Retired President

      The Dayton Masonic Center is the “seat” of Freemasonry in the Greater Miami Valley.
      Don’t ever forget: that Freemasonry is the world’s oldest fraternal organization and is one 
of the world’s largest volunteer organizations. We promote GOD, Prayer, freedom, brotherly 
love and friendship, the United States of America, the National Anthem, as written, and the 
beautiful flag of our country
     None of this will survive without YOUR help. ALL of your help.
     You must accept your responsibility in perpetuating the continuance of this fraternity as well 
as this country.
     Be sure to only recommend prospective members whom you believe you could entrust with 
the lives of your family.
     You ARE Freemasonry and you must as a member get up off your rear and contribute to 
the organization of which you chose to be a part of. 
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    You belong to one of the more active bodies of Freemasonry. The Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry. 
     Every degree has at least three practices, some degrees are performed twice a year and some once every three 
years. 
     With diminishing numbers of members because of death and complacency the degrees are staffed by members 
taking multiple parts; in multiple bodies of Freemasonry.
     Many, also, have families and jobs, but are willing to go the extra mile for the fraternity.
     Officers, support staff members and the degree cast members travel many miles and spend many hours preparing 
to serve the membership and promote its ideals.
     No, this life isn’t for everyone, but if more of you will get a little more involved, by taking the first step and letting us 
know you would like to help, others may be able to spend more time with their children and grandchildren. 
     Thank you to the all my Brethren; those many hard workers behind the scenes who make it all happen, and to 
those who do such a tremendous job of presenting the lessons of Freemasonry out front. Thanks for the memories.  
     There is lot’s more to be done and we will survive. Work hard and enjoy the many things that Masonry has to offer. 
Let the officers know if we can improve on what we do offer.
     Promote Masonry wherever you go, wherever you are. You must continue to bring in new members to the frater-
nity. That is your responsibility. Pay your dues on time.

     Thank you very much
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THE SCOTTISH RITE NEWS

Fall Reunion Class # 269
Valley of Dayton

November 14 & 15, 2014

Gabriel Lodge of Perfection
     4° Master Traveler 
   12° Master of Mercy
   14° Grand Elect Mason  

Friday
Nov. 14,

2014

Dayton Consistory, S.P.R.S.
   24° Brother of the Forestt
   32° Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret

Miami Council, Princes of Jerusalem
  15° Knight of the East
  16°  Prince of Jerusalem

Dayton Chapter of Rose Croix
  18° Knight of the Rose Croix 

Saturday

Nov. 15,
2014


